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CHINESE 3693 : CONVERSATION PRACTICUM SYLLABUS
18 May--27JUL Tuesday and Thursday11:30am-13:30pm
2026 LBAT

Instructors: Mr. Chao Li
Email: chao.li@modlangs.gatech.edu

Description: The objectives of this course are 1) to raise your level of proficiency in speaking, listening,
and writing Chinese by applying classroom learning to real life situations; and 2) to develop cultural
awareness via interacting with local people. You will raise your level of language proficiency by putting
the Chinese you are learning in your Chinese 3691, 3692, 3696, and/or other CHIN courses that you’ve
learned into practical use in a variety of everyday situations in the community outside the classroom.
Everywhere you go will be your classroom and every Chinese you meet will be an informant. Guided by
questionnaires, you will learn in situ about Chinese history, landscape, language, nationalities, social and
political structures, education, transportation, manners and mores, cuisine, festivals, medicine, health
maintenance, family, housing, and attitudes toward the United States and their own country, etc.
Interviews and conversations with locals will enhance your speaking and listening skills; writing reports
and making presentations will give students a unique opportunity to express personal experiences in
Chinese.

This course will be held over nine weeks onsite in Xian, Qingdao and Shanghai, in addition to the first
two weeks of online guided practicum. Course activities include 1) guided interviews/conversations with
local people, 2) topic-oriented, faculty/staff-led field trips, 3) report writing (about 300 characters) based
upon fields trips, 4) one-on-one Tuesday tutorial sessions from 11:30am-13:30pm, and 5) student
“debriefing presentations” (about 10 minutes on Thursday from 11:30am-13:30pm).

Practicum topics can be tailored to student interests and language levels. Conversation practicum can
focus upon suggested topics, but they can encompass other subjects that arise spontaneously. Students
will present written activities reports weekly.

Course Agenda:
e Attend group cultural or business site visits (to be reported in writing & presentation): each week
at least 6 hours.
Write two journal entries each week.
Tuesday 10-minute tutorial sessions.
Thursday 10-minute debriefing presentations.
Weekends and free time: Practicum activities, report composition, and presentation preparation.

Course Requirement Recap:
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One page activity report/journal entry (about 300 characters). Try to include comparisons with your
experiences in the US. Turn in your journal entries to tutors during twice-weekly tutorials. Do not

procrastinate.

Debriefing Presentation. Prepare a 10-minute Chinese language debriefing presentation weekly. This
should include Q & A with your classmates, who will quiz you with questions about your practicum, and
may also be quizzed by you!

One sheet of your time log. A minimum of 6 hours of field trips/excursion/practicum activities (keep a
time log of the dates, time, duration, and brief description); turn in by the end of the program.

New vocabulary list: compile a list of words, phrases, or expressions that you have learned, accumulated,
and applied throughout this summer.

Grading:

Practicum activity hours: 22% (2% each week x 11 weeks)
20 journal entries: 50% (2.5% each)

8 debriefing presentations: 16% (2% each)

Tutoring performance: 8%

New vocabulary list: 4%

Suggested Practicum Topics (Conversation topics include but are not limited to the following):

Week 1
NE LD 1.1 B ChatGPT 10— IR fo 30 FA) A i A0 AR 2 25 o [ A 3 R 2 T A A H
Conduct a chat on your recent life and your upcoming travel to China
1.2 write a journal entry on this experience (pros and cons ¥ ZbF1EAAb)
Week 2
R AL 2523 2.1 HRHT, PREHERAT A 2505 ?
2.2 Create a 5-minute video in Chinese to introduce yourself to your future tutor
in Shenzhen
Week 3
X} V8 22 [P Views of Xian
3.0 URMPUZHIENR s AR5EA5 00 ZIAE R EIGE AR IR 5 XK 0 2L 5
T ?
FE VY ZRAT 32 mA LRI PRSI, Sl
Week 4 Cultural: Daily Rituals and Festivals
T H 4.1 FE N EAHEARIE? AR AR
42 HEFEAAATTH. BAd? REERWLESTH? A2
BN B A R A5 2
Week 5 Cultural: Culinary Culture
s 5.1 F HERREAG B B . UG S
5.2 H R AR ORI
Week 6 Family and Marriage
FREUE I 6.1 JAE T4 A BASE; FIMA ER(filial piety)
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e yT PRl 6.2. AHAE TH S ? FE T BB R AED 2 A BRyT PRia g ?

Week 7 History, landscape, languages

JiES 7.1 BdgR s, rhE PSR, EEP. SNEAAE Bl

HIEANE S 72 BlERAR. BN,

Week 8 Chinese Nationalities and Government Structure

BN 8.1 PUB/ DR BRI =Arp [ 1D SR

AT B 8.2 U RAHLM A T AL, /AR BT BIRIX

Week 9 Travel in China and Transportation

AT 9.1 H [ 3 A4 R e PR M ST O J AR FOW: B m AR Ui ? A
] 9.2 FFIASH; RV KE Ek

Week 10 Chinese Education and Health

HaE 101 PEHEE L. Dy 580 KD

R R 10.2 3830 {@#5; 74, Kk

Week 11 Eleven Weeks in China

JEAE 11.1 PR =0 [ ANk T 2 942

SEARTRHL 11.2 ARAE A A — A A ok R R A7 ChRi B X [ A

A0 RAENA AT )
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