Elementary Japanese Il (JAPN1002)

Section A (CRN92470)
Fall 2026

This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Humanities area.

Core IMPACTS refers to the core curriculum, which provides students with essential knowledge in foundational academic
areas. This course will help students master course content, and support students’ broad academic and career goals.

This course should direct students toward a broad Orienting Question:
How do I interpret the human experience through creative, linguistic, and philosophical works?

Completion of this course should enable students to meet the following Learning Outcome:
Students will effectively analyze and interpret the meaning, cultural significance, and ethical implications of
literary/philosophical texts or of works in the visual/performing arts.

Course content, activities and exercises in this course should help students develop the following Career-Ready
Competencies:

Ethical Reasoning

Information Literacy

Intercultural Competence

Course Description:
JAPN 1002 - Elementary Japanese Il offers continued listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Japanese with further
study of the culture of Japanese-speaking regions.

Instructor

Aki Matsushima (E-mail: aki.matsushima@modlangs.gatech.edu)
Office: Swann 332
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 12:00 — 1:00pm (Please make an appointment.)

Required Textbook & Course Materials

1. JAPN1002 textbook

2. Kanji Homework (Kanji HW) and Grammar Homework (Gr HW) (available for downloading at the JAPN1002 Canvas
site)

3. Additional materials for JAPN1002 (uploaded to Canvas later)

Canvas Portal Site: http://canvas.gatech.edu

We will be using Canvas to post announcements to distribute various materials, etc. Therefore, you should log into
Canvas and check our course site DAILY.

Course Description and Goals

JAPN1002 is the continuation of our beginning-level Japanese language class. If you have not successfully completed
JAPN1001 at GA Tech, you must first take our online placement test at http://japanese.gatech.edu/online/jpn-
placement.html and follow its recommendation.

In JAPN1002 the instructor will NOT explain grammar in English in class. Therefore, it is imperative that students prepare
themselves for each class period by following the instruction indicated under ‘Preparation at Home’ column of our
schedule. In order to maximize the exposure to Japanese, the class will be conducted in Japanese. If you have any
questions, you should ask them either at the beginning or at the end of the class period. If you want to find out the
meaning of Japanese word(s) or Japanese word(s) for particular English word(s), you should ask in Japanese. (You already
learned how to ask these things in Japanese in JAPN1001!)
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Although the main emphasis is on the development of aural-oral skills in Japanese, activities aimed at developing basic

reading and writing skills are also incorporated into the daily lessons.

Our goals are:

1. Use Japanese to communicate with peers and instructor both orally and in writing to create a shared community

experience.

2. Employ strategies to comprehend texts (in written, aural, and video form) written by and for Japanese speakers.

w

Employ strategies to express ideas orally and in writing related to familiar topics in presentational contexts.

4. Employ strategies to express ideas in interpersonal contexts in culturally appropriate ways, including identifying
and signaling comprehension breakdown, asking and answering questions, and requesting information.

5. Understand and communicate the basics of Japanese-speaking cultures, modes of life, and customs.

6. Develop intercultural awareness through the study of the similarities and differences among and the relationships

between language and culture systems.

7. Be prepared to continue developing Japanese language skills and cultural understanding in JAPN 2001.

ML PERFORMANCE GOAL #1: PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION

ML Learning Outcome 1 : Demonstrate oral and aural
proficiency in the target language

JAPN 1002: Students will demonstrate oral proficiency on
limited topics at the Novice Mid/High level on the ACTFL scale
in a 8- to 10-minute oral interview.

ML Learning Outcome 2: Demonstrate effective
presentation skills in the target language

JAPN 1002: Students will demonstrate the ability to present a
1- to 2-minute skit.

ML Learning Outcome 3: Demonstrate writing
proficiency in the target language

JAPN 1002: Students will demonstrate writing proficiency by
writing a script for a short skit.

ML Learning Outcome 4:
Demonstrate proficiency in comprehension of
authentic written texts in the target Language

N/A

ML PERFORMANCE GOAL #2: INTERCULTURAL SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE

ML Learning Outcome 5: Demonstrate in-depth
knowledge of a specific target-language country or
region

N/A

ML Learning Outcome 6:
Demonstrate the ability to analyze an issue from
target-culture perspective(s)

N/A

ML Learning Outcome 7:
Demonstrate critical reflection on cultural complexity
and context

N/A

Strategy for Success in Foreign Language Learning

The study of a foreign language is quite different from that of subjects like history, geography and math.

In language

studies, in addition to understanding the vocabulary and grammar of the language you are studying, you are expected to
become able to actually communicate in that language. Foreign language learning is a cumulative and time-consuming

process.

Successful foreign language learning requires a steady study habit. You should constantly review what you

learned and practice them so that you will be able to use it without thinking. The worst study habit is to cram several

days' (or weeks') material in one day, like the day before the exam. If you cram everything in a short period of time instead
of constantly reviewing and practicing the materials over a long period of time, you will forget what you memorized very
quickly. Since language learning is a cumulative process, you will not able to make a progress in learning a foreign language
if you quickly forget what you have studied. Therefore, you should spend a little time studying Japanese every day. Make
sure that no day passes without studying Japanese for at least one half hour to 45 minutes.

Attendance & Class Participation

In JAPN1002 you are expected to

1. do things indicated under the ‘Preparation at Home’ column of the schedule before you come to class
2. attend every class meeting and actively participate in all class activities

3. review the materials you learned in each class meeting and engage in additional practices to internalize them
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4. complete all homework assignments and submit them in class on time

Your class participation and performance will be graded daily based on the following scale:
10 = high degree of both active participation and preparedness
moderate degree of active participation and high degree of preparedness
moderate degree of both active participation and preparedness
low degree of active participation and preparation
no participation in class activities
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In order to be considered as an active participant in JAPN1002, it is not enough to simply follow the instructor’s direction
and do classroom activities. If you want to be considered to have actively participated in our class, you must volunteer to
share your responses when the instructor asks for volunteers. You will be judged to be highly prepared if your classroom
performance indicates that you have read the textbook and memorized vocabulary, practiced new grammatical
patterns/conjugation, practiced reading and writing hiragana/katakana, etc. well.

If you engage in activities which indicate your inattention or non-participation in our classroom activities (e.g. falling
asleep, chatting with your classmate(s), text-messaging with your friend(s), doing homework, reading newspapers and/or
(text)books, checking email or viewing Web sites, etc.), you will receive a score of 6 or below. What score you receive
depends on the severity of the problematic behavior.

In order to maximize your opportunities to speak in Japanese, you are allowed to speak only in Japanese in class unless
indicated otherwise by your instructor. If you are found speaking in English or any language other than Japanese during
the class period, such an incident will negatively affect your final grade.

To make full use of class activity time, you should not open the textbook nor talk to other students unless otherwise
instructed. You are not allowed to use your computers in class. Failure to comply with this will result in lowering your
class performance grades.

Homework

There will be one kanji homework and one grammar homework assignments for each chapter covered in JAPN1002. All due
dates are indicated in our course schedule (i.e. the right-hand column).

NO FULL CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY HOMEWORK TURNED IN LATE. If you know that you will have to miss a class
when homework is due, you can complete your homework and submit it EARLY. If you became unable to turn in your
homework unexpectedly (e.g. due to illness/injury), contact your instructor as soon as possible (i.e. within the same

day).

If you cannot turn in your homework by the deadline, you should explain the reason in detail. Your instructor will make a
final decision whether your late homework can receive credit or not. Please note that the following are a few examples
which are not considered as legitimate excuses:
1. 1did the homework but forgot to bring it or turniit in.
| came in after the homework was collected. There was no call for homework then.
| didn’t know the homework was due today.
I lost my course schedule.
I couldn’t do my homework because | lost my homework sheet(s).
| was too busy working on an assignment/project for another class.
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Please note that ALLHOMEWORK IN JAPN1002 MUST BE INDIVIDUAL AND INDEPENDENT PRODUCT. You are NOT
permitted to work with your classmate(s) or others to come up with your answers. ANY ATTEMPT TO COPY SOMEONE
ELSE’S ANSWER(S) AND/OR LET SOMEONE COPY YOURS WILL BE CONSIDERED AS A VIOLATION OF GA TECH HONOR
CODE!

*For homework and tests, the instructor will indicate where mistakes were made. It is your responsibility to review these
errors and make the necessary corrections independently. If you are unsure about the correct answers, please consult the
instructor.



Vocabulary Tests

You will be examined on your ability to choose the most appropriate vocabulary word from a given list and conjugate it
correctly. You will have one test per chapter.

Chapter Tests

Chapter Tests include written, oral, listening, and reading to examine your full comprehension of the lessons. All students
must take the exams as instructed.

Video Dialogue

You will be asked to collaborate with your classmates to create conversations, applying the grammar structures and
vocabulary you learned in the lessons, and upload them on Canvas. Your mastering of the linguistic ability, creativity of the
language use, and understanding of the culture will be evaluated.

Presentation

You will prepare a short presentation (3-5 minutes), describing your family members. You will be asked to utilize the
grammar and vocabulary introduced in JAPN1002.

Final Exam

The final exam is in person. Specific dates and times are listed in the class calendar.

Final Grade Breakdown * The breakdown percentages are subject to change.

Attendance, Class Participation & Performance 10%*
Grammar Homework 15%*
Kanji Homework 10%*
Vocab Tests 10%*
Chapter Tests 20%*
Video Dialogue 10%*
Presentation 15%*
Final Exam 10%*

Please note that although the primary focus of a chapter test is on the materials in the new lesson we just covered,
grammatical structures and vocabulary learned in earlier lessons will also be used because language learning is a cumulative
process. The final exam is also cumulative.

A =100-90%

B = 89.9-80%

C=79.9-70%

D = 69.9-60%

F = Below 59.9%

*After all extra credits are added.

Class Policies

1. ATTENDANCE and LATE ARRIVALS

You are allowed to take 2 absences without questions. The reasons for using these are: when you cannot come to
class because you are sick, have to go to a job interview or academic conference, or have a family emergency. You will
get zero (0) points for any class session you miss after your 3rd absence. You are also expected to come to class on
time. If you come to class late by more than 5 minutes, you will receive a penalty on your participation/performance
score. The severity of the penalty depends on how late you come in.

In JAPN1002 a good attendance record will be honored with extra credit:
0 absences throughout the semester - 1 extra points
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1 absence in the semester - 0.5 extra points
2 absences in the semester = 0 extra point

If you will be absent because you are going to participate in approved Institute activities such as class field trips and
athletic events, you must submit a written proof of your participation before the day of your absence. If you will be
absent because of jury duty (not traffic court appearance), submit a document which can verify the circumstances (e.g.
jury duty summons) as soon as possible.

If you must miss several classes in a row due to medical emergency (e.g. having the flu or a hospitalized situation) or
family emergency (e.g. traveling to other country for it), please contact the instructor and consult what you can do to
make up for the absences.) You will be also responsible for contacting the Office of the Dean of Students as soon as
possible to report the medical issue or emergency, providing dated documentation from a medical professional and
requesting assistance in notifying us.

In any event, if you have to miss a class unexpectedly and if you have a legitimate reason, you should contact the
instructor as soon as possible (within the same day).

2. MISSING TESTS
If you must miss a test due to predetermined circumstances, notify the instructor before it happens. (If it is emergency,
email your instructor as soon as possible.) With prior notification with an acceptable written proof that explains why
your missing was genuinely necessary, you may be able to reschedule the test without penalty. Without any prior
notification and written proof, there will be no makeup test given. Regardless of the circumstances, a student who
wants to reschedule the test must take a make-up test before the graded tests are returned to the rest of the class.
The following are examples of legitimate excuses and written proof:

a. | hadamedical emergency. (Bring a doctor’s note.)

I had a family emergency (e.g. a death in the family). (Bring a proof such as an obituary.)

I had a major accident or a disaster. (For a traffic accident, bring the police report.)

| had a job interview. (Bring the proof of attending the interview.)

| had to participate in an approved Institute event. (Bring a letter from the supervising faculty or official of

the event.)
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The following are examples of excuses we will NOT accept.
a. | wastoo busy with the requirements of my other courses, my job, etc.
| want to maintain a good GPA.
If  don’t get a higher grade, | will lose my scholarship or | will be forced out of school.
I didn’t know that this requirement existed.
I lost my course schedule.
| forgot to tell you that | had a preplanned trip on the day | missed my class.
I am from another school and the grading policies were different there.
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This applies to chapter tests, vocabulary and kanji tests, and oral tests. For homework, please submit before the due date
in class, scan and send via email, or ask your friends to bring it to class. (Please see more details in “homework” section.)

3. “I” GRADE

Students who were doing satisfactory work, but for nonacademic reasons beyond their control cannot meet the full
requirements of the course may be assigned an “I” grade. Please see the Student Handbook and/or the Registrar’s
Website (http://www.registrar.gatech.edu/students/igrades.php) for acceptable reasons for seeking an “I” grade.
Students who were doing poorly or lack more than a small portion of the requirements cannot be assigned an “1” grade.
Students must provide documentation explaining the nonacademic reasons which prevent him/her from meeting the
full requirements. Students has to complete the remaining requirement(s) and have the "I" grade removed within the
semester immediately following the one in which the “I” grade is given. Otherwise, the “I” grade will change to an “F”.

Academic Integrity and Honor Code



http://www.registrar.gatech.edu/students/igrades.php

Students in this class are expected to abide by the Georgia Tech Student Code of Conduct and Honor Code and avoid any
instances of academic misconduct, including but not limited to:
1. Possessing, using, or exchanging improperly acquired written or oral information in the preparation of a paper or
for an exam.
2. Substitution of material that is wholly or substantially identical to that created or published by another
individual or individuals.
3. False claims of performance or work that has been submitted by the student.

See the Student Handbook and the Dean of Student Students’ Website
(http://www.honor.gatech.edu/plugins/content/index.php?id=9) for more information on academic misconduct and the
Honor Code. We will take a strong action if we find any instance of academic misconduct.

As mentioned earlier, ALLHOMEWORK IN JAPN1002 MUST BE INDIVIDUAL AND INDEPENDENT PRODUCT. You are NOT
permitted to work with your classmate(s) or others to come up with your answers. ANY ATTEMPT TO COPY SOMEONE
ELSE’S ANSWER(S) AND/OR LET SOMEONE COPY YOURS WILL BE CONSIDERED AS A VIOLATION OF GA TECH HONOR
CODE!

If you cannot accept all the policies above, please withdraw from this course. If you accept the policies, please sign the
student information form and return it to the instructor. Once the final grade is issued, we will not change it unless there
are computational errors. If you are having difficulties with the class requirements or missing many of the requirements,
please come to see us as soon as possible. Do not wait until it’s too late.
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