HTS 2002 | The American Revolution

Fall 2026

Instructor Information

Dr. Elena Telles Ryan
e. eryan38@gatech.edu
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Left: “The American Rattlesnake Presenting Monsieur His Ally a Dish of Frogs,” by j. Barrow, 1782 (English)
Right: “Join or Die” by Benjamin Franklin, 1754 (American)

Course Description

The American Revolution as political debate, war, and social upheaval, with attention to the
framing and ratification of the Constitution.

Learning Objectives

Develop and defend historical arguments about the causes, course, and consequences of
the American Revolution using primary and secondary sources

Analyze primary sources (e.g., pamphlets, letters, political cartoons) by identifying their
context, audience, and purpose

Explain multiple perspectives on the Revolution, including those of Patriots, Loyalists,
Indigenous peoples, enslaved people, and women

Evaluate the concept of “revolution” by assessing how radical or limited the American
Revolution was for different groups

Situate the American Revolution within a broader context, including Atlantic World
dynamics and global conflicts

Communicate historical ideas clearly in written and/or oral formats, using appropriate
evidence and citation practices



Academic Integrity and Use of Al

Intellectual exchange is a critical element of a vibrant scholarly community. To protect the
integrity of that community, students are required to cite every instance in which they borrow
from or refer to another’s idea, language, or other element of another’s work. Students are
welcome to study with one another, share study guides, visit the Writing Center, and seek
additional feedback from the instructor. Students are also encouraged to draw from the whole
body of readings, lectures, discussion posts, and sources assigned as part of this class so long as
all references, quotations, allusions, summaries, or paraphrases are properly cited giving credit to
the original author or speaker. Students found to be using Al in graded assignments will be
considered in violation of the academic integrity policy. Students suspected of Al use who are
unable to provide prior drafts or proper references may be subject to failing the assignment in
question. All cases of academic dishonesty will be immediately referred to Student Judicial
Affairs. Students with questions are welcome to contact me or to consult the Georgia Tech Honor
Code, found here: https://policylibrary.gatech.edu/student-life/academic-honor-code.

This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Social Sciences area.

Core IMPACTS refers to the core curriculum, which provides students with essential knowledge
in foundational academic areas. This course will help master course content, and support
students’ broad academic and career goals.

This course should direct students toward a broad Orienting Question:
How do I understand human experiences and connections?

Completion of this course should enable students to meet the following Learning Outcomes:
Students will effectively analyze the complexity of human behavior, and how historical,
economic, political, social or geographic relationships develop, persist or change.

Course content, activities and exercises in this course should help students develop the following
Career-Ready Competencies:

e Intercultural Competence
e Perspective-Taking
e Persuasion

Technology Policy

Except as a reasonable accommodation, laptops and other electronics are not to be used in class.
At best, they function similarly to pen/pencil and paper for notetaking and, at worst, get in the
way of individual and class learning. Students will be expected to come prepared with note-


https://policylibrary.gatech.edu/student-life/academic-honor-code

taking materials and keep electronics stowed during class time. Visible cell phone use in class
will result in reduction of the cell phone user’s participation grade.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with learning needs that require special accommodation, contact the Office
of Disability Services (404-894-2563) as soon as possible to make an appointment to discuss

your special needs and to obtain an accommodations letter. Please also e-mail me as soon as
possible in order to set up a time to discuss your learning needs.

Attendance

Each unexcused absence will result in a loss of 10 participation points. Arriving late will result in
a loss of participation points proportionate to the amount of class time missed. Excused absences
are any absences cleared with the instructor at least 24 hours in advance and with the appropriate
documentation.

Late Work

Late work will not affect assignment grades if accompanied by documentation. All other late
work will drop a partial grade following the deadline and another for each additional 24 hours
without submission. For example, if an assignment is due at 5pm on a Wednesday and a student
turns in a paper on Friday at 6pm, the maximum grade that student can achieve is a B (3 partial
grades deducted).

Communication and Office Hours

I am very happy to meet or to correspond over email. I will reply within 24 hours to all emails
sent between 9am Monday and Spm Friday unless I’ve notified the class otherwise or unless the
Institute is on break. I ask that students treat email as formal communication.

Required Readings

Common Sense by Thomas Paine (Perusall)
Independence Lost: Lives on the Edge of the American Revolution by Kathleen DuVal (Perusall)
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Black Americans in the Revolutionary Era: A Brief History with Documents ed. Woody Holton
Slavery’s Constitution: From Revolution to Ratification by David Waldstreicher (Perusall)

No Property in Man: Slavery and Antislavery at the Nation's Founding by Sean Wilentz
(Perusall)

Grading and Assignments
1000 total points possible

900 and above = A

800-899 =B
700-799 =C
600-699 =D

Less than 600 =F

300 points: Participation

The participation grade includes attendance/in-class participation, notes on the reading, and
engagement with fellow students’ discussion leading.

1. First, students will be graded on their level of participation in discussion. Because not
all students are equally comfortable with sharing their insights, visits to office hours
and participation in small group discussions in class will also factor into the spoken
half of the grade. Good participation is not simply talking a lot but rather adding to
the discussion productively which always requires strong preparation. This will
amount to half the participation grade.

2. Secondly, students are expected to do each class meeting’s assigned readings at least
3 hours before that class meets. They will access the readings through Perusall,
adding 5 comments per week throughout the text. The comments should cover the
breadth of the reading and must be substantive points about specific parts of the
reading.

150 points: Two In-Class Midterms (75 points each)

These tests will ask students to remember and define terms highlighted through the
semester, identify events and explain their significance in short answer questions, and analyze
events and sources in context in one long answer questions and will be administered at intervals
during the term.

150 points: Discussion Leading



Students will lead discussion in groups once per semester, walking the class through
sources and leading the source analysis and discussion through questions that invite exploration.

100 points: Reading Quizzes

Five brief readings quizzes throughout the semester will assess students’ completion of
the assigned reading. Each quiz will ask students to identify the author and date of a primary
source and answer questions about sources assigned for the homework. The lowest grade will be
dropped.

100 points: Revolutionary Lives Biography Project & Presentation

Students will choose a person who lived during the Revolutionary Era and clear that
person with the instructor. The student will write a biographical paper based on primary and
secondary sources and make an argument about that life in response to the following question:
“How Revolutionary was the American Revolution?” Students will write a 7-8pp paper in Times
New Roman, 12-point font.

Rough drafts will be due before Thanksgiving Break and final drafts will be due on the final day
of class. Each student will give a 10-15 minute presentation on their findings during the last two
weeks of class. Students are required to meet with the instructor at least once over the course of
the semester in office hours to discuss their progress and the final paper’s argument.

100 points: Constitutional Debate

In two groups, students will have a debate about the Constitution, using Slavery s Constitution
and No Property in Man as a guide.

100 points: Protest Project

Over the course of the Revolutionary era, ordinary people protested what they believed to be a
tyrannical government in a variety of ways. This assignment asks students to perform their own
protests, inspired by the colonists. Diverging from the colonists, protests must be peaceful, legal,
and respectful and in total accordance with university policies for conduct. Students may protest
about an issue of their choosing. Some possible lighthearted options for protest: better HVAC in
classroom buildings, the university’s embrace of Al, shorter semesters, more squirrels. If you
have questions about your chosen topic, shoot me an email.

Students must choose one of the following protests:

- Boycott (with explanatory write up)
- Write your own declaration of independence



- Write/create a pamphlet or poster to be posted broadside style
- Create some protest merch (like the No Stamp Act Teapot)

Student Faculty Expectations Agreement

The Student-Faculty Expectations enumerate the instructor and the students’ responsibilities
towards one another. Most essentially, | strive to create a classroom characterized by mutual

respect and generous scholarly exchange.

Week 1 | August 24, 26

Introduction, Course Policies and Expectations, Class Contract
Lecture 1: British Colonies and Encounters

Readings:

¢ Selections from Dr. Alexander Hamilton’s Itinerarium
O Black Americans in the Revolutionary Era, pp25-44.

Week 2 | August 31, Sept. 2

Lecture: The First World War

Wednesday: Discussion — Readings Week 1 & 2.
Reading quiz 1

Readings:

¢ Kathleen DuVal, Independence Lost, Introduction, Part I.


https://catalog.gatech.edu/rules/22/

Week 3 | Sept. 9
Wednesday: Imperial Crisis!
Readings:

0 The Virginia Resolves

O T. H. Breen, “‘Baubles of Britain’: The American and Consumer Revolutions of the
Eighteenth Century,” Past & Present 119 (1988), 73-104.

O Resolutions of the Stamp Act Congress

Week 4 | Sept. 14, 16

Monday: Imperial Crisis! (cont.)

Wednesday: Discussion Week 3 and 4 Readings
Readings:

¢ Thomas Paine, Common Sense.
O Serena Zabin, “Intimate Ties and the Boston Massacre,” in Women and the American
Revolution: Gender, Politics, and the Domestic World (Charlottesville, 2019), 192-210.

Protest Assignment Due

Week 5 | Sept. 21, 23

Monday: Declaring Independence!
Wednesday: Discussion Week 5 Readings
Reading Quiz 2

Readings:

O The Declaration of Independence

¢ Waldstreicher and Lynd, “Free Trade, Sovereignty, and Slavery: Toward an Economic
Interpretation of American Independence,” The William and Mary Quarterly vol. 68 no. 4
(Oct. 2011), 597-630.

O Black Americans, pp. 62-70.

Week 6 | Sept. 28, 30

Monday The War at home and the Global War
Wednesday: Midterm 1

Readings:

O Independence Lost Part 11 & I11.



Week 7 | Oct. 7

Wednesday: The Home Front and the Revolution’s Discontents
Reading Quiz 3

¢ Selections from the Diary of Elizabeth Drinker
O Maya Jasanoff, “The Other Side of Revolution: Loyalists in the British Empire,” William
and Mary Quarterly vol. 65 no. 2 (Apr. 2008), 205-232.

Week 8 | Oct. 12, 14

Monday: The End of War & Winning the Peace

Wednesday: Experiments in Statecraft! & Discussion Week 6 & 7 Readings
Readings:

O The Treaty of Paris, 1783

¢ John William Nelson, “Sigenauk’s War of Independence: Anishinaabe Resurgence and
the Making of Indigenous Authority in the Borderlands of Revolution,” William and
Mary Quarterly vol. 78 no. 4 (Oct. 2021), 653-686.

O Petitions of Black Americans, Black Americans in the Revolutionary Era, pp. 71-92.

Reading Quiz 4

Week 9 | Oct. 19, 21

Monday: A Crisis of Confederation
Wednesday: Discussion Week 9 Readings
Readings:

O The Articles of Confederation

¢ Washington to Knox on Shay’s Rebellion

O The Northwest Ordinance

¢ James Madison, “Vices of the Political System of the United States,” 1787.

Week 10 | Oct. 26, 28

Monday: Creating a Constitution
Biography Paper Subject Approval Deadline

Wednesday: Constitutional Debate
Readings:

¢ Wilentz No Property in Man
¢ Finkelman and Chin, “How we Know the US Constitution was Proslavery”



¢ The United States Constitution
Week 11 | Nov. 2, 4
Monday: Ratification Debates and the Bill of Rights

Wednesday: National Identities and Republican Motherhood
Reading Quiz 5

Readings:

0 Rosemarie Zagarri, “The Rights of Man and Woman in Post-Revolutionary
America.” The William and Mary Quarterly 55, no. 2 (1998): 203-30.

¢ Saul Cornell. “Idiocy, Illiteracy, and the Forgotten Voices of Popular
Constitutionalism: Ratification and the Ideology of Originalism.” The William and Mary
Quarterly 69, no. 2 (2012): 365-68.

Week 12 | Nov. 9, 11
Monday: The Early Republic

Wednesday: Discussion Week 11 and Week 12 readings
Readings:

¢ Excerpts from Zebulon Pike’s Journals

¢ Rashauna Johnson, “Settlers, Slavery, and the Early Republic,” The William and Mary
Quarterly 78, no. 2 (Apr. 2021), 235-242.

Rough Draft of Biography Paper due

Week 13 | Nov. 16, 18

Monday: Student-Instructor Conferences, class does not meet.
Wednesday: Midterm 2

No Readings Assigned

Week 14 | Nov. 23

Presentations

No Readings Assigned — Revisions on Biography Paper
Week 15 | Nov. 30, Dec. 2

Presentations

Readings:
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O Independence Lost, Part IV & Conclusion
Week 16 | Dec. 7
Final Discussion: Historiography and Memory -- whose Revolution was it?
Readings:

¢ Eric Foner: “Who is an American?”
¢ Alfred Young, “George Robert Twelves Hewes: A Boston Shoemaker and the Memory of
the American Revolution,” William and Mary Quarterly 38 (Oct. 1981), 561-623.
¢ Thinking about why the Revolution’s history is contested, why memory matters, and what
folks disagree on, please also:
o Peruse the Freedom 250 website: https:/freedom250.org/history
o Particularly note “The Story of America” and the Founders
o Read: https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/politics-
elections/2026/06/30/historians-blast-trumps-freedom-250-exhibits



https://freedom250.org/history
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/politics-elections/2026/06/30/historians-blast-trumps-freedom-250-exhibits
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/politics-elections/2026/06/30/historians-blast-trumps-freedom-250-exhibits

	HTS 2002 | The American Revolution
	Instructor Information
	Course Description
	Learning Objectives
	Academic Integrity and Use of AI
	This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Social Sciences area.
	Technology Policy
	Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
	Attendance
	Late Work
	Communication and Office Hours
	Required Readings
	Grading and Assignments
	Student Faculty Expectations Agreement


