HTS 3090 — FALL 2026
PROF. ALLISON MICKEL

[ TUESDAYS/THURSDAYS 2:00-3:15 PM
_,.i' ' FRIDAYS 9:30-12:15 PM
rd ARCHAEOLOGY LAB/OCE G35




Learn how to design and implement a scientific
research project, from agenda-setting to dissemination
of results.

Consider the advantages and drawbacks of various
approaches to archaeological excavation and artifact
analysis, and be able to decide between them based on
research question & goals.

Develop skills in archaeological excavation,
documentation, and analysis.

Gain insight into the history of Atlanta in specific, and
foster a sense of curiosity about the hidden pasts of
the places we belong, in general.

Build relationships with members of the Atlanta
community, and with each other.

Understand best practices for community engagement
in research.

Present scientific research findings in a way that makes
clear why the past matters to diverse communities.


https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/5c3e7e313b7e4013acfd16e732c127dc@gatech.edu/meetingtype/_ixwnBGUz0avAPv9KNcYeg2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/5c3e7e313b7e4013acfd16e732c127dc@gatech.edu/meetingtype/_ixwnBGUz0avAPv9KNcYeg2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/5c3e7e313b7e4013acfd16e732c127dc@gatech.edu/meetingtype/_ixwnBGUz0avAPv9KNcYeg2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink

sure that we are generating as Complete an archaeologica|
record as possiple.
* Introductions to Atlatnta leaders and residents, and guidance on



http://www.catalog.gatech.edu/rules/22/
http://www.catalog.gatech.edu/rules/22/
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Methods & Safety Quiz 10%

In week 4, we will-have a quiz on the archaeological

- methods and safety protocols we have studied in class.
"~ You will receive & grade on the-quiz, worth 10% of your’

overall grade, but you will not be‘able to participate in

excavation until you pass the quiz. You may retake the

quiz once weekly until you receive a passing grade.

Field Notebook & Documentation 30% Leadership & Community Contributions 60%

As a researcher, you will be responsible for documenting Most of your grade in this class is based on your participation in class
everything you do and find. Your field notebook & digital discussions, archival research, fieldwork, and exhibition planning. This
data entry will be collected and assessed each week for means coming on time and prepared to each class session, helping to
thoroeughness and accuracy. You will receive feedback make decisions collaboratively, contributingl to a positive and
each week— there is no need to get it exactly right from welcoming class environment, respecting the many stakeholders -

the start! We are here to learn. involved in this work, and being proactive in group work.
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» Sir 5sk'g-nnt|‘r.é‘ly‘ba9ed on in-
Be son work, attendance is required for’ every class
session. Please plan to arrive on time, and to )Y
for the duration of our scheduled time together. Of
course, if you have an emergency or a medical
conflict, let me know and we?ffrnd a solution.
DISEblhty Support
It might seem like archaeoloﬁy and this class
deyrrz;We boﬁ;giand minds to show up every
da d carry outthe - :
‘physical labor of‘excavation. This is nof the case,
“however— there is an entire network of disabled
archaedbglsts ‘Members mdude Deaf .
a_[ch.aeéloglsts, chronicallyillarchaeologists,

* # colorblind archaeologists, and archaeologists in

wheelc his class is for you, however your
mind work. If you have a documented
disability, please be in touch with the Disability
Services office to receive guaranteed formal
accommodations. If you do not, let's talk about

what accommodations you need.

2 ¢ "‘ "l' - r.‘ Y.
,_y‘\ &s can happen on.
3eglogical , blit most are. # ™

preventable W W‘II spend time in the first few
weeks of class learning about best safety practices,
basic first aid, and what to do in an emergency—
culminating in our methods and safety quiz that
youfmust pass in order to excavat!(u must
abide by the practices and policies*We study; if you’

do not, you may be removed from the excavation.
- II‘ 4

Academic Integrity /
Georgia Tech aims to cuIt’vate:a community based
on trust, academic integrity, and honor. Students -

~~ are expected to act according to the highest ethical

standards. Review Georgia Tech’sHonor Codeand
the student Code of Conduct.. Any student
suspected of cheating or plagiarism ona quiz,

exam, or assignmentwill be reported to the Office

of Student Integrity, who will investigate the
incident andidentify.the appropriate penaltyfor

violations.



https://disabledarchnetwork.weebly.com/
https://disabilityservices.gatech.edu/
https://disabilityservices.gatech.edu/
https://catalog.gatech.edu/policies/honor-code/
https://catalog.gatech.edu/rules/18/

Counse @alawkm

Week 1 Aug. 25-28
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
Meet in OCE 104 F
Introduction to the course
Laboratory orientation
Types of Archaeology
Read & annotate: Renfrew & Bahn: “What is Left”
Week 2
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
- Meet in OCE 104 F
Research Design
Read & annotate:

Sep. 1-4

Shafer: “Research Design”
Hester: “Methods of Excavation”

Week 3

Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
Meet in OCE 104 F

Documentation and Ffeldwork Safety
Read & annotate: Examples of archaeological
records

Don't Die in the Woods

Sep. 8-11

Watch & annotate:

Week 4 Sep. 15-18
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th

Meet in OCE 104 F
Data and Assemblages
Read & annotate: Daniel: “Interpretation”
Week 5 Sep. 22
Meet in Archaeology Lab T

Caring for Culture
Read & annotate: Hester: “Handling and

Conservation of Artifacts”

No class Sep. 24 or 25, Prof. Mickel away.

Week 6
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
Meet in OCE 104 F
Sharing the Past
Read & annotate:

Sep. 29-Oct. 2

McLean: “Planning for People”
Mayfield & Simmons: “Why the
Present Matters”

Methods & Safety Quiz

No class Oct. 6; Fall Break. — .
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Counse @alawkm

Week 7 Oct.8 &9

Meet in Archaeology Lab Th

Read & annotate: Hollywood Cemetery background
Deer Creek Farm background

Meet at Hollywood Cemetery F
Hollywood Cemetery Fieldwork

Oct. 10: Hollywood Cemetery River Cleanup
- Oct. 12: Extra Credit Lecture by Antonis lliopoulos

Week 8 Oct. 13-16
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th

Meet at Hollywood Cemetery F

Hollywood Cemetery Fieldwork

Week 9 Oct. 20-23
Meet in ArchaeologyLab T/Th

Meet at Hollywood Cemetery F

Hollywood Cemetery Fieldwork

Week 10

Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
Meet at Deer Creek Farm F
Deer Creek Farm Fieldwork

Week 11
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th

Meet at Hollywood Cemetery F

Deer Creek Farm Fieldwork

Week 12
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
Meet at Excavation Site F

" Excavation Experience

Week 13

Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th
Meet at Excavation Site F
Excavation Experience

Week 14
Meet in Archaeology Lab T
Interpretation and Presentation

No class Nov 26-27; Thanksgiving Break.

.

Oct. 27-30 _

Nov. 3-6

Nov. 10-13

Nov. 17-20

Nov. 24

——— L T R
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Week 15 Dec. 1-4
Meet in Archaeology Lab T/Th

Meet in OCE 104 F

Interpretation and Presentation

Week 16 : Dec. 8

Meet in Archaeology Lab T
Interpretation and Presentation

# Exhibition TBD.

Daniel, Glyn. 2024. “Interpretation.” Britannica.
https://www.britannica.com/science/archaeology/Interpretation

Feder, Kenneth L. 2016. “Background Research.” Pp. 50-53 in Field Methods of
Archaeology, ed. T.R. Hester, HJ. Shafer, and K.L. Feder. 7th ed. New York:
Routledge.

Hester, Thomas R. 2016. “The Handling and Conservation of Artifacts in the

Field.” Pp. 143-158 in Field Methods of Archaeology, ed. T.R. Hester, H.J. Shafer,

and K.L. Feder. 7th ed. New York: Routledge.

Hester, Thomas R. 2016. “Methods of Excavation.” Pp. 69-112 in Field Methods
of Archaeology, ed. T.R. Hester, H.]. Shafer, and K.L. Feder. 7th ed. New York:
Routledge.

Mayfield, Tracie and Scott E. Simmons. 2018. “Why the Present Matters: The

Importance of Community Outreach and Public Engagement in Archaeology.”

Anthropology Now. https://anthronow.com/feature-preview/why-the-present-
matters-the-importance-of-community-outreach-and-public-engagement-in-
archaeology

McLean, Kathleen. 1993. Planning for People in Museum Exhibitions. Ann Arbor:

Association of Science-Technology Centers.
Renfrew, Colin and Paul Bahn. 2019. “What is Left? The Variety of the
Evidence.” Pp. 48-73 in Archaeology: Theories, Methods, and Practice, ed. C.
Renfrew and P. Bahn. 8th'ed. London: Thames and Hudson.

Shafer, Harry J. 2016. “Research Design and Sampling Techniques.” Pp. 21-40
in Field Methods of Archaeology, ed. T.R. Hester, H.J. Shafer, and K.L. Feder. 7th
ed. New York: Routledge.

“Wilderness First Aid Basics: Part I.” Don'’t Die in the Woods, ==
https://dontdieinthewoods.com/blogs/survival-skills/wilde fess -first-aid-basics-
part-1-common-outdoor-injuries
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