HTS 4011: Seminar in Sociology
The Politics of Care:
Wellbeing and Inequality in Society
FALL 2026

Instructor: Kimya Loder, PhD

Course Description: This course is an advanced seminar designed to facilitate the design of an
independent research study tied to a thematic focus. In this course, we will focus on institutional
and community care. In other words, how do societies create, sustain, and sometimes abandon
systems that are meant to care for people? In this seminar, we will investigate the politics of care
across vast domains of social life, including medical institutions, the state, families, schools, and
grassroots networks. Centering sociological theory and methods, we pair theoretical studies that
follow developments in care across space and time with empirical investigations ranging from
ethnographies to policy analyses to trace how care is organized and contested. As we learn about
care infrastructures in the United States, you will also design independent research projects to
explore a topic of your choice in greater depth. You will identify sources related to your topics,
identify a research site, and gather data using interview and/or ethnographic methods. This
course also emphasizes public dissemination of research. Therefore, you will communicate your
findings in three primary ways: a Final Presentation, a Substack Blog Post, and a Final Research
Paper.

Note: This course centers on advanced undergraduate topics in sociology. Designed for HTS
majors, but open to other students with junior or senior standing.

Course Learning Objectives:

- Students will locate and interpret cutting-edge theoretical and empirical studies of care
across social, political, and economic institutions.

- Students will construct evidence-based arguments that demonstrate clear, informed
contributions to scholarly debates

- Students will collect independent data using social-scientific methodologies, with a focus
on qualitative methods.

- Students will collaborate with peers to implement, interrogate, and refine their
independent research projects.

- Students will communicate research findings in ethical and accessible ways to public
audiences.

This course welcomes students with diverse interests in public health, social policy, social
movements, qualitative methods, and/or community engagement who want rigorous sociological
tools to understand and practice care differently.

Course Materials Required to be Purchased:

*All course readings (see below) can be found via Canvas or the Georgia Tech Library
Database.



Grading Policy: Your final grade percentage for the course will be calculated as follows (grades
will not be rounded up): A — Exceptional Performance (90-100), B — Above average performance
(80-89), C — Average performance (70-79), D — Below Average Performance (60-69), F — Poor
Performance (0-59).

Attendance Policy: Attendance will be documented through the submission of in-class
assignments, quizzes, and discussions. The scores for these assignments will determine students’
participation and attendance grade at the end of the semester. Excused and documented absences
will not affect the participation grade.

Academic Honor/Integrity Statement: It is expected that you and I will follow Georgia Tech’s
Honor Code in all matters relating to this course. You are encouraged to meet and exchange ideas
with your classmates while studying and working on homework assignments, but you are
individually responsible for your own work and for understanding the material. You are not
permitted to copy or otherwise reference another student’s assignments. In this class, you will
also be required to cite all sources that you use in your submitted work, including but not limited
to writing papers, creative projects, presentations, performances, exams, and research. “Sources”
include journals, papers, conversations, anything found on the internet, Al usage, etc. If the
thought did not originate with you, you should properly cite it in your work. You, as students, are
responsible for understanding the University’s Honor Code policy. Compromising your academic
integrity may lead to serious consequences, including (but not limited to) one or more of the
following: failure of the assignment, failure of the course, disciplinary probation, suspension
from the university, or dismissal from the university. If you have any questions regarding this

Student Conduct Statement: This course embraces a multiplicity of voices and perspectives.
We respect people from all backgrounds and recognize the differences among ourselves,
including racial and ethnic identities, religious practices, and gender expressions. It is my intent
to present materials and resources that are respectful of diversity, ensure that students’ learning
needs are addressed both in and out of class, and welcome the diversity that students bring to
class as a resource, strength, and benefit.

Accessibility Statement: Georgia Institute of Technology is committed to creating a learning
environment that meets the needs of its diverse student body. Students who may need an
academic accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Office of
Disability Services to inquire about services or request a meeting with a Coordinator. Students
can find more information about the Office of Disability Services, including contact information,
at disabilityservices.gatech.edu, or call ODS at 404.894.2563 or in person at Smithgall Student
Services Building, 353 Ferst Drive, Suite 221.

Students who have already been approved for accommodations through the Office of Disability
Services, please schedule an appointment with me at the beginning of the semester to discuss
your academic accommodations. It is my goal to create a learning experience that is as accessible



as possible. If you anticipate or experience any issues with the format, materials, or requirements
of this course, please meet with me outside of class so we can explore potential options. If
accessing the classroom becomes (more) challenging due to interpersonal or systemic issues (e.g.
racism, ageism, homophobia, transphobia, etc.), please know that I can and want to be a
resource. Discussions about classroom accessibility, whether individual or interpersonal, will be
kept in strict confidence.

Required Readings
*All readings can be found via CANVAS or the Georgia Tech Library Database

Week Readings

W1: Introduction Syllabus Review
Annette Lareau (2021), Chapter 2

W2: Defining Care Politics Tronto (2013) “Introduction”; Woodley et a
(2021) “Critical Exchange”

W3: The Healthcare System Harvey-Wingfield (2019), “Chapter 1”; Cervantes
and Menjivar (2020), “Legal Violence”

W4: The Social Safety Net Herd and Moynihan (2018), “Introduction.”; Butz
and Gaynor (2022), “Intersectionality and Social
Welfare”

WS5: The Education System Kennedy (2026), “Mobilizing”; Calarco (2018),
“Notes from the Field”

W6: Toward a Caring Democracy Tronto (2013) “Chapter 6”; Jimenez and Orozco

(2023), “Prompts not Questions”

W?7: Visions of Care Spade (2020) “What is Mutual Aid?” Daniel
(2021) “The Social Movement”

W8&: Analyzing Qualitative Data Lareau (2021), “Chapter 8”; Malone Gonzalez
(2025), “Introduction”

W9: Analyzing Qualitative Data (continued) Lareau (2021), “Chapter 9”; Ain Davis (2019),
“Chapter 6”







