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Course description:

With Gallo-Roman ruins, art museums, sweeping cathedrals, winding water ways,
mysterious passages, and the ghosts of three recent major wars haunting the streets and
surrounding landscapes, Metz and the Lorraine region offer an interesting conversation
between war and peace that may be compelling to diversity of artistic and historical
sensibilities. We will process this sensorial experience through the genre of travel writing.
Travel Writing is an exciting reflection on travel by connecting with foreign places through
our unique, personal perspectives. Travel writing is not neutral or objective. But it isn’t
fiction either. You will be constantly asked to make comparisons between your cultural
experiences and observations with ones made in France. Renowned travel writer Pico lyer
claims that “We travel, initially, to lose ourselves; and we travel, next, to find ourselves.”
For our topic, we must consider that war destroys lives but also familiarity and tradition.
However, in the wake of peace, creation abounds. New landscapes, design, art, history, and
ways of thinking reflect the shifts in consciousness after war. This course will help you
produce clear, expressive prose, sharpen your eye for travel detail, and cultivate your
individual voice through the lens of art and history shaped by the painful events in war, but
also by the rich culture developed in peace, in Metz, the Lorraine, and Alsace.

Academic honesty/integrity statement:

Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. All work
submitted must be original and properly cited. Plagiarism, cheating, or any form of
academic dishonesty will result in immediate consequences as outlined in the university's
academic integrity policy.


https://syllabus.gatech.edu/syllabi/3234/rmz
https://syllabus.gatech.edu/syllabi/3234/rmz

Core IMPACTS statement(s) (if applicable):
This is a Core IMPACTS course that is part of the Arts, Humanities & Ethics area.
Core IMPACTS refers to the core curriculum, which provides students with essential

knowledge in foundational academic areas. This course will help master course content,
and support students’ broad academic and career goals.

This course should direct students toward a broad Orienting Question:

e How do | interpret the human experience through creative, linguistic, and
philosophical works?

Completion of this course should enable students to meet the following Learning Outcome:

e Students will effectively analyze and interpret the meaning, cultural significance and
ethical implications of literary/philosophical texts in English or other languages, or of
works in the visual/performing arts.

Course content, activities and exercises in this course should help students develop the
following Career-Ready Competencies:

e Ethical Reasoning
e Information Literacy
e Intercultural Competence



