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Course description:

How do we write, read, and talk about films we love? How might we reconcile our unique
experiences of films—the memories, dreams, desires, hopes, and fears that they
conjure—with those of a mass audience? How might film criticism help us appreciate both
the audiovisual richness of cinema and the expressive capacity of language? Who gets to
be a critic, and how? Whose voices aren’t we hearing, and why? How does the history of
film criticism—in tandem with the history of film—reveal societal trends and power
dynamics? This intimate and rigorous seminar studies the work of canonical film critics
alongside contemporary modes of film criticism (e.g., print/online journalism, video essays,
podcasts, Letterboxd reviews, and social media posts). Students will create original work
within a supportive workshop environment that emphasizes craft, practice, and revision;
students will also have the opportunity to write and edit film criticism for the international
undergraduate film journal, Film Matters. 

Academic honesty/integrity statement:

Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. All work
submitted must be original and properly cited. Plagiarism, cheating, or any form of
academic dishonesty will result in immediate consequences as outlined in the university's
academic integrity policy.

Core IMPACTS statement(s) (if applicable):

n/a

https://syllabus.gatech.edu/syllabi/4500/a-2

